Kanai Testimony Ballot on Hawaii Bumpback Whale
' ' Sanctuary
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Should Sanctuary Expand Whale protections.

KFI0: Whals population has gone from 2000 or 3000 i mid 1970°s to 2 curren population of avound
12000+ according i the Sanetuary's own information, 4% 6% growih mmually, the poprlation will be over
20,000 whales by 2018. We see 16 purpose in Increasing protection, Current laws have move than provided

Jora g wpoprlation, dwihing bapond which is added bequrasracy,
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Bxpand the Sanctuary to include all islands all the way arownd islands out fo 100
fathoms (600 feet) depth. o ) L ‘

EFTO: Whale popidation has gone Srom 2000 or 3000 in mid 1970°s 10 & current population of around
12000+ aceording to the Sanctuary’s own information. Af 6% growth annually, the population will be over
20,000 whales by 7018, Wy sez no purpose in increasing protection. Curvent laws have more than provided
Jor & returm in population, Anpthing beyond which is added beguracracy. S
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Monk Seals: Expand the Sanctuary to include.

KFTO: Monks seals gre clearly endangered, bur according to available informafion the ropulation is
growing and pup woriality is down in Fluman oceupied areas, While pup mortality is high and Ppoprlation
growith is siagnant in “protected” Novthern Hawaisen Fland chatn, We beligve that current lows
syfilctently protect Monlk seals within the Fneman tnhabited islands,
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Sea Turtles: Expand the Sanctuary to inchyde. _
EFTO: Population has dromatically increase sinee protecied from hunting was tnstitited. No additional
protection needed as curvent lows have providing fov large fings have been vayy suocessfid.
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Dolphins: Expand the Sanctnary to include,
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Hawaiian Cultural Heritage: Expand the Sanctuary to include.
KFTO: Whar? We find ihis to be ¢ completely unrelated issue that appears to have been added to the
ps Vision™ to gather political support.

Coral Reef: Expand the Sanctuary to include,

KFTO: Coral reafs are alearly suffering around the state and the world, Hi owever, the cause of this decline
appears more closely rolated to problams like agvievltural vun off. climate change, and gemeral pollution.
Efforts to comtrol local run off and siliing of reefs would incure better resulls than limiting ocean use. All
the above willhg ynaffected by Sanctuary expansion, except as by public education, Lo

“Vessel Speed Limits During Whale Season

Most whale infuries invohing small vessels(non-military or Jreighters) ave a vesult of the propeller, which
does the seme damoge at 10 bnots as it does at 20 knots, More imporiant, is the size of the propeller, None
the less, despite the Fumpback Ppopulation doubling, the Sunctuary itself reports Jittle or no recen Whale
deaths from collision, Many of the reperted ‘collisions’ are, in fact, at dead siow oy dvifiing speed. In these
cases the boats seem to come out worse than the whales,
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No Take Zones (fishing)

BFTO: No teke 2ones may not make sevse in Hawaii due the highly mobile nature of most owr preferred

tends fo be a sudden over Jishing frengy that leaves the Jish population just as bad off as before. Possibly, a

& Some Zones
0 All Sanctuary is No Take
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No Access Zones: Create zones for species where there is no public access
(no fishing, boating, tours, swimming, efc.) ,
KFTO; Opposes any kind of Limits to the gocess of Federnl Navigable Waters. We lost/gave enough water

when the Novihemn islands were made forbidden, Any attempt to it water aocess in favor of the Robinson
Jamily umder any guise to Nithay Will be met with il legal bole.
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Military Noise Linits(sonar)

KFTO: Goodluek. o o -
We can imagine nothing more mpactful than having a jet plane take aoff in our Iiving rooms, which

s no doubt, comparable to what the whales hear when the Navy is testing its equipment, However, we do

not seg the Navy budging on'this, and we do not sag the Sanctuary having the leverage to make them.

Should Sanctuary “Vision” include plan for reducing its size or scope as
_ species are removed from endangered statug or reach pre-determined
population levels S

KFLO; Bn Hight of the rapidly f?zemizs.ing Populations of most of the species listed in the Saneiuary’s
“Vision" we guesiion the fidure relevance of the Sanctuary already. We surely cun see no reason for it to
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What would the current Humpback population be if there had never been a
Sanctuary?

EFTO: Based on numbers taken Jeont The Senctuary’s own, literaturs we question if it would have been any
different. At best a fow whales, probably for less than 100 out of the current count of 12,000 plus
umpbacks, can be directly attributed ro Senctury involvement, All of these are disentanglements or

stronding related. The real savicy of the Humpback has stmply been the ban on whaling, Tt seems highly
wunlikely that they have ever actually directly prevenied a collision as i Implied by thetr own “Top 10 -
Accomplishments’,
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What has been the Sanctuary’s Real accomplishments?

BETO: Many of the items Bsted on the Sancruary’s “Top 10 Accomplishments" (seeKoholz Connection -~
dispersed by Sanctuary) read like the claims on unproven hevbal supplement labels with phrases Jike
‘enhanced protection”, ‘engagement’ and such. They provide litle or nothing in the wey of hard numbers
thar could be used Jor aveal gvaluation of effectiveness. Three of the Top 10 ave, in fucr, aetiially the same
thing: "Communily Comnnections’, ‘Enhanced Resource Profection Through Coordinated Management’,
and Increasing Ocean Awareness and Literacy’. They all fall ymder the simple title of Public Education, -
cnd thet has been the Sanctuary’s real accomplishment. That also should be i’ main forward looking
godl,

Q Agree with KETO

G Disagree
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